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SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF PROPOSED GATT STANDARDS IN 
KEY EC MEMBER STATES 

REF: STATE 172195 

1 . DEPARTMENT OF TRADE ADVISES THAT BRITISH STANDARDS 
INSTITUTION (BSI), AS A VOLUNTARY BODY, HAS A GOOD DEAL 

OF INDEPENDENCE FROM HMG, ALTHOUGH THE CENTRAL GOVERN- 
MENT IS REPRESENTED ON ITS EXECUTIVE BOARD AND DOES PRO- 
VIDE 25 PERCENT OF ITS FUNDING. THERE IS AT PRESENT NO 
LEGISLATION ENABLING HMG TO GIVE DIRECTIVES TO BSI, 

ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY SUGGESTIONS BY HMG ARE TAKEN SERIOUS- 
LY WITHIN THE INSTITUTION. 

2. DOT EMPHASIZED THAT HMG WOULD BE OBLIGED TO ENACT 
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LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT ANY DIRECTIVES BY THE EC ALONG 
THE LINES SUGGESTED REFTEL. THIS MAY EXPLAIN THE CON- 
FIDENCE OF THE EC DEL AT GENEVA. 
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